The Priceless Treasure

Texts: Genesis 29:15-28
Romans 8:26-39 (Series A, 6! Sunday after Pentecost) Ps. 105:1-11, 45
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Let us pray:

Over the last three weeks we have heard Matthew retell a series of the
parables of Jesus. This Sunday we end this series — with five of those parables.
When Sheena was little child, | remember her having a favourite blanket that she
carried around.

And when she got older, she still kept it on her bed. There was something
very comforting about that old blanket. Regardless of our ages, we too still hold on
to our security blankets. We need something to anchor our lives, to give us stability
and security such as:

e Family

e A familiar routine we follow every day

e Bank accounts, investments, pension programs

e Good health and physical fitness

e Lots of friends...
There are all sorts of grown-up security blankets that we hold on to for dear life, to
give us a sense of stability and certainty and comfort in an ever changing and often
dangerous and threatening world.

We spend a lot of time, money, and energy trying to find some anchor, some
foundation, for our lives. We keep trying to control our own fortunes and our won
destiny. We keep trying to make the world work the way we think it should.

But sooner or later we discover, sometimes tragically, that the ultimate
answers in life, the security and safety we long for, simply cannot be found in the
things we cling to. The answer to life is beyond us, beyond anything in this world

we hold on to.



We build our Kingdoms on earth where, Jesus warns, things rust, thieves
steal, where flowers fade and moths will eat through. Thus, ‘Seek Ye first the
Kingdom of God - and God's Goodness - God's Right Way..... and then the good
life, the truly good life, will come our way. And it's not a life of having things go our
way all the time. But having things going the right way. God's way.

That's a hard lesson to learn isn’t it? Sometimes, we want to put our
happiness in possessions or achievements. But happiness, true joy, is found in
what cannot be possessed but only received. And that joy is what comes from
above.

St. Augustine in 387 AD said: The thought of You stirs him so deeply that he
cannot be content unless he praises You, because You made us for yourself and
our heart finds no peace until they rest in You.’

Why do we have so many desires, and yet remain so unsatisfied? We all
want to live a happy, fulfilled, and satisfied life. To obtain this we try things like:
wealth entertainment, substance, love, career, spirituality, and many other things.

But, with all these we feel empty and unsatisfied. Why? Well, 800 yrs. BC. a
prophet by the name of Isaiah wrote: “Why spend money on what is not bread and
your labour on what does not satisfy?” (Isa. 55:2) A good question, isn’t it?.

Thomas Aquinas, a 13" century philosopher once said: “There is within every
soul a thirst for happiness and meaning.” But do we ever find it?”

Almost 3000 years later we still spend our resources on what does not
ultimately satisfy us. Jesus came to deal with the heart of the human problem-
which is the problem of the human heart. Jesus said: “I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the fullest.”

The Kingdom of Heaven, said Jesus, is like a man who came across a
treasure hidden in a field. He was so happy that he went and sold everything he
had and bought that field. The field came at a great cost, but the man knew what

was beyond.



Jesus told a story about a pearl buyer who found a special pearl of great
value. So, he sold all that he had and bought the one perfect gem. That was a
good business proposition. The man wanted what was the best - everything else
paled in significance.

Another parable about the Kingdom, Jesus told. The fishing boat went out on
the lake. And all sorts of fish were caught; everything was pulled in. Both the good,
and the bad. They did the sorting. And they kept the best.

Here the issue seems to be about collecting valuable things. You and |
probably don't come across treasures in fields, or collect pearls, or go out on a
fishing boat. Jesus' audience were, perhaps, in better position to understand them.
But the parables are simple truths about God and his Kingdom, about Christ and
his Love. Perhaps in order to understand them we can hear this modern-day
version, if we may:

The Kingdom of heaven is like a boy who went fishing. He caught several
nice fish [show the smaller fish] and thought he had a good catch. Then he caught
one big fish. [Show the big fish] So, he threw all the small fish back in the lake and
ran home to show everyone the one big fish. It's a good story with a good ending.
But don't forget that it started by saying "The Kingdom of Heaven is like..."

That story is like our being in the Kingdom of Heaven, because we, like the
boy with the five fish, have many nice things happen to us. We often complain and
gripe about what we don't have. We forget what we've got. And we fail to
appreciate our blessings.

Perhaps we can think of many other good things that have happened to us.
All of those good things make us happy. But something much greater has
happened to us. God has sent His Son to be our Saviour.

He's the big fish! God loves us so much that He asked Jesus to live with us
and show us a new way to live. Happiness is not something you can reach for as a

by product... It is a relationship with God our maker.



He makes it possible for us to live a new way by giving us his Holy Spirit --
the power of God that comes with the new life. It is because Jesus is our Saviour,
we can enjoy our life on earth. Even when we have pain and sorrow, we know God
Is with us. Even when things don't always go our way.

We can forgive others because we are forgiven. We can help others
because God has helped us. Even when we die, we know God will raise us from
the dead to will live with Him forever.

Our faith in Jesus is like this one big fish. It makes us forget the other
blessings in life. Or at least it lets us put them into their proper perspective.
Knowing Jesus becomes the most important part of our life. We want to tell others
about Him. We want to tell what He has done for us.

Yes, the Kingdom of heaven is like this one big fish. And it's the fish that
doesn't get away! All other things in life, pale in significance when measured up to
Jesus. And this is true joy! This is true living! This is the Kingdom!

'Seek Ye First the Kingdom' the words of Jesus ring truth in my ears time and
time again 'Seek Ye First the Kingdom'! And everything else will be added to it.

What is the chief end of humanity? The Catechism asks. Our chief end is
simply this -- To glorify God and to enjoy God forever? When we learn this simple
lesson of faith -- This simple truth for life — it reduces the anxieties that we have, or
the pains and ills that we experience.

Other qifts in our life are good gifts. Let us not discount them. Because these
also come from God. Whether it be, that new house, promotion, friend, or
relationship.

But remember, the gift of Jesus Christ is the greatest gift of all. Knowing
Him as our Saviour is the gift that will last forever! And that for me, is what the
Kingdom is all about! That for me, is true living. That for me, is true joy! That for
me, is true satisfaction!

For the best is yet to come. Amen.
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