
"When God Comes With Blessing" 
 
Texts Micah 5:2-5a 
Hebrews 10:5-10 (Series C, 4th Sunday in Advent) Luke 1:46-55 or Ps. 80:1-7  
Luke 1:39-55 (46-55) 
 

Let us pray: 

 With this fourth Sunday in Advent, we have arrived at the dawn of another 

Christmas Eve. It is almost mind boggling to realize that we stand at the beginning 

of the third millennium since the good news of God's blessing the world through the 

Christ child was proclaimed. 

 Yet, the words of the angel Gabriel, Elizabeth and Mary continue to stir the 

hearts of Christian people around the world today as they have for countless 

generations. Though ancient, these words come to us with the newness of a fresh 

air, they refresh our spirits with the wonder of a God who comes to us with blessing 

when we hear them.  Many of the phrases in these verses of scripture are some of 

the most beloved gems in all of the bible. 

 "...nothing will be impossible with God." [1:37] 

 "...let it be with me according to your word." [1:38] 

 "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb." [1:42] 

 "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour..."  [1:46] 

And then in the midst of Mary's song, there are these incredibly powerful words of 

promise and good news to those who are most in need of good news - innovative 

words of genuine "liberty and justice for all!" "God has brought down the powerful 

from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. [1:52-53] 

 Our scripture reading from the gospel of Luke today is the heart of the "Good 

News" and the amazing story of what it is like when God comes with blessing.  

Mary's response to the angel Gabriel's message is a model of loving obedience to 

the God who calls to us in the midst of our daily lives.  
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http://www.gospelcom.net/bible?language=English&version=RSV&search=&passage=Luke+1:39-55


 Let us do a little Bible study here. Case in point Mary’s actions in our text 

points to; (1) News that must be shared, (2) News that must be celebrated, and (3) 

News that must be lived. 

 News that must be shared: 

As soon as the angel Gabriel departed from Mary - Mary took to the hills to see her 

cousin Elizabeth.  There was news to share.  Elizabeth and Mary both had amazing 

stories to tell each other and Mary's news was news that was literally "earth 

shaking." When God gives good news, it is news that must be shared.   

 All of us are here today because someone shared God's good news with us.  

Perhaps it was parents or Christian teachers, or a neighbour.  Maybe it was a 

friend.  But someone brought God's good news to us and our lives are richly 

different because of it. 

 As we bask in the spirit of joy that escorts this wonderful day it is good to ask 

ourselves, "Who do I know that is in need of God's good news today?"  As Mary's 

heart turned to her cousin Elizabeth when she received the news, so the most 

natural thing in the world is that our hearts be turned to those who are in need of 

good news. 

 When you and I receive good news, the very first thing we want to do is to 

share that news with someone we know and love.  When a new child is born to a 

family, there are joyous announcements and long distance phone calls.  The news 

of a long sought after job is soon shared with family and friends. 

 It has been almost 2000 years since the greatest interruption ever, the 

greatest news in history came to earth.  Amazingly, there has not been greater good 

news since that time.  To this day, the news of God's intervention into this world 

through a child born in a stable remains the greatest news of all time. It is news that 

must be shared.                                             

News that must be celebrated: 

When good news is shared, the immediate response is joy and celebration.  Can 

you recall the moment that first child was born?  Remember the time the doctor told 

you everything was going to be okay?                         2 



 Good news gives birth to great rejoicing and celebration.  Even the child in 

Elizabeth's womb "jumps for joy" when Mary came with her great good news.  

Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and then Mary begins the famous, "My soul 

magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour!" 

 The joy that sparkles in the story of the relationship between Mary and 

Elizabeth is a joy that comes only to those who are engaged in the life of faith.  It is 

the joy of obedience that leads to celebration.   

Mary's journey began in earnest when she embraced the promise of God as 

brought to her by Gabriel, "...nothing will be impossible with God." Mary's response 

was the key to joy, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 

your word."  

 The joy of our celebration is rooted in the obedience of Mary and Joseph and 

then of Jesus whose heart's desire was to honour God and obediently carry out the 

work God gave him to do on our behalf. 

 What joy there was in that first proclamation of the good news that took place 

between Mary and Elizabeth.  God had come with blessing - first to Elizabeth and 

then to Mary - and the whole world would be blessed by the results.  Mary breaks 

into song and behind the words of a young peasant girl from long ago lies the 

world's greatest announcement of justice and liberty. 

 News that must be lived 

In the beautiful words the Christian world has come to know as "The Magnificat"  

the humble, unassuming young woman from Nazareth praises God for her blessing 

and utters the most radical words. What song is it in your heart in your hearts? 

 Through her, the Holy Spirit speaks of how God's divine plan is to bring down 

the mighty and lift up the lowly - to feed the hungry poor and turn away the rich! 

"He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who 

are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent 

the rich away empty." [1:51-53] 
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 As well as news that must be shared and celebrated, this is news that must be 

lived. When God comes with blessing, there is a specific promise that wrong will be 

made right and injustice will give way to justice.  The poor and dispossessed will be 

filled the powers of those who are filled will be scattered. 

 As we celebrate this wonderful joyous day, our hearts are drawn to the day 

God came with blessing through a gentle mother and tender child in a tiny village 

across the oceans.  And in the words that are "joy to the world," there is a promise 

to all who have been "left out." 

 It is my prayer in this season that our hearts will also be drawn to give 

something to our Lord who has need of our joyful obedience.  The good news is 

new to live as well as news to celebrate.  It may be difficult to do, but we must look 

around at those who have need of God's good news even on this day.   

 There are so many in our world who are not included in the blessings we 

enjoy. Mary's revolutionary words are that - just at the time we find ourself wrapped 

up in family and friends and the blessing we enjoy - we hear a call to look at others 

with the eyes of God.  And when we look, we see so many who long for the time 

when God will exalt the lowly and fill the hungry with good things. 

 El Salvador, Archbishop Oscar Romero who became known as "Bishop of the 

Poor," because of his commitment to the Salvadoran peasants.  Romero's heart for 

the poor was a surprise and intimidating to the political rulers. His commitment to 

identify with, and speak on behalf of the poor cost him his life when an assassin's 

bullet ended his earthly life because he chose to stand with the poor. 

 Mary said, "God has filled the hungry with good things and he has sent the 

rich empty away." In this world people amass wealth. Some gather things and 

resources they don't need but simply want.  

 The end result is that some lack the things they need. Some live in homes 

with more rooms that they can use, with more clothes than they can wear, and more 

food than they can eat while others starve naked in the streets. 
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 In short Jesus came to be the Good News that would drastically transform the 

world and people's lives. He came to bring joy out of sadness. He came to bring 

righteousness out of sin. He came to bring down the powerful and lift up the humble. 

He came to feed the hungry and send the selfish rich empty away. 

 This may all seem like "hard news" to hear on Christmas Eve - yet it is news 

that is intimately bound up with the "good news" - the good news of God is news 

that is "Joy to the World" - all of the world. 

 And if Jesus has changed your life, and transformed your weeping to gladness 

and your sin to righteousness, then join the Magnificat. Join the battle against 

economic injustice.  

Make undermining the powers of pride, prejudice and materialism your quest.  

That is what Mary was expecting! And that is what all Christian should be expecting 

in their lives and in the world at large! 

 Christ is always in CHRISTmas...let's remember to keep Christ in Mondays, 

Thursdays, in February, and August. Let us truly Sing to the Lord and bless his 

name and proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day to ourselves first!  

What a wonderful Christmas gift it would be for Jesus Christ if his people 

would rise up and join him in, "...exalting the lowly," and "...filling the hungry with 

good things." 

 Then we will discover the perfect obedience that leads to perfect happiness.  

Then many who have been left out will come to know the God who comes with 

blessing.  Then we will join Mary in her song,……… 

"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour..." 

Amen. 

 

 

 

December 19, 2021 
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         Let us pray:   O God of Hosts, shine Your favor upon us as we make ready to receive the 
One who comes. Restore us to Your purpose that the fruit of our lives may be a reflection of 
Your infinite blessings. We ask through Jesus, our Joyful Expectation; and the Holy Spirit, Your 
Sacred Breath; who together with You, live and reign as One God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer concerns: Matilda Molyneaux-Piper, Shirley Walker, Hanne Bourgeoise, Ellen Eriksen, 
the dire flood situations in Asia, Middle East & Covid -19 patients, essential and Frontline 
workers, Thanks for the leased of Christian Aid Workers in Haiti, and Families of departed 
souls in recent weeks and months. 
 
Make melodies in your heart with these hymns: 

  In the Bleak Midwinter # 294   

  Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love # 708 

  O Come, All Ye Faithful # 283 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

n/a 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

n/a 

 

 

 


